
 

 

12 March 2021 

Dear Parent / Carer 

I hope that you and your family are all safe and well. It has been great to welcome back our students this 
week, and really pleasing to see how well they have managed their return to school.  There have also 
been several updates to national and regional guidance this week, in particular in relation to lateral flow 
testing and examinations.  Please note the key information below: 

Lateral Flow Devices (LFD) – Home Testing 
 
Lateral flow tests for students for whom we have received parental consent have continued throughout 
this week.  This process will continue on-site next week.  Then, once your child has completed their third 
lateral flow test within school, they will be provided with a rapid testing home kit. This will enable students 
to carry out twice weekly testing at home before coming into the Academy in the morning.  
 
Although testing in schools is still voluntary, it is strongly encouraged by the Government. 
There are also several potential benefits to completing the lateral testing at home.  These include not 
having to take students out of lessons to take the test, meaning that there is no disruption to learning. In 
addition, effective home testing limits the chances of asymptomatic students from being on site which will 
help to break the chains of transmission. 
 
It is recommended that your child carries out their test in the morning before attending the Academy each 
Monday and Thursday.  
 
To test from home, please follow the instructions issued with the home testing kit. Anyone aged 11 must 
ensure the test is administered by an adult, and anyone aged 12-17 should be supervised by an adult 
but can swab themselves. You may find the following video useful: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvaBZskxS7tzQYlVg7lwH5uxAD9UrSzGJ  
 
After 30 minutes please check your child’s result and act as directed: 
 

 Positive result: self-isolate immediately and take a PCR test, following the current public health 
guidance. We would advise a community or drive through test site. Please contact the school 
immediately by telephone (0121 525 1700) or via the designated COVID email address: 
covid19@sandwellacademy.com  
 

 Negative result: no need to self-isolate, your child can attend the Academy as normal. 
 

 Void result: your child should take another LFD test. If they receive two void results in a row you 
should book a PCR test. 

 
Following all result outcomes, you should report your child’s result to: 
 

1.  NHS track and trace: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result  
 

2. The Academy, via this form, so that we can maintain a COVID-19 test register. This can be 
accessed at: https://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/lat-result  

 
If your child has an incident whilst testing at home that could potentially impact the quality or safety of 
testing, please indicate this on the Sandwell Academy form completed. Incidents may include those which 
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are non-clinical incidents, i.e., missing items from a test kit or clinical issues i.e., swab breaking in the 
mouth, bleeding allergic reactions etc. 
 
If you have not consented to on-site LFD testing but would like your child to begin LFD home testing, 
please contact Mrs Chapman at JChapman@Sandwellacademy.com 
 
GCSE and A Level Grades Update 

You will be aware that as a result of the disruption students have faced due to the pandemic, the 
government has decided that many exams and assessments cannot be held this year in a way which is 
fair. The government recently consulted on alternative arrangements for exams and assessments that 
cannot go ahead and has published the outcome.  Parents can read the General Qualifications decisions 
documents and Vocational and Technical Qualifications decisions documents for full details.  

In summary, for GCSEs and A Levels, teachers will determine a final grade for students by assessing the 
standard at which students are performing based on what they have been taught. Teachers’ judgements 
will be based on a range of evidence relating to the subject content that they have delivered, either in the 
classroom or via remote learning. 

Teachers will be able to use evidence about a student’s performance gathered throughout the course to 
inform their judgement. This might include work that students have already completed, such as exam 
results, homework or in-class tests. Teachers may also use questions from exam boards, largely based 
on past papers, to help assess students. 

Please note that staff will not be able to discuss grades ahead of the formal results day – we ask 
that you do not ask for this information as teachers will not be able to provide it. 

It is important that students keep engaged in their learning right through to the final submission of grades 
so that their hard work can be considered; it will also stand them in good stead for the next stage of their 
life. In due course, the Academy will inform students which pieces of work will count towards their grade, 
before it is submitted to the exam board. 

Students should continue to work on any non-exam assessment (NEA) work or coursework as directed by 
their teacher. Teachers will mark NEA work and it will contribute towards students’ overall grades, whether 
or not it has been completed.  

For GCSE and A Level Art and Design, students’ grades will be based on their portfolio only, whether or 
not it has been completed. For GCSE English language, GCSE Spanish and A level sciences (Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics), the Academy will submit a separate grade or result for the spoken language or 
practical skills tested, based on work that students have completed. 

Students will receive their results for A Levels on 10 August, and GCSEs on 12 August. Results for 
vocational or technical qualifications linked to moving on to further or higher education should also be 
issued to students either on or before these dates. As with last year and due to anticipated social distancing 
regulations, the Academy is planning to hold virtual results days, with results being sent to students 
electronically.  More details will follow closer to the time.  

An appeals process will be in place. A student unhappy with a grade will be able to submit an appeal to 
the Academy, and we will check whether an administrative or procedural error has been made. If an error 
is found in the grade submitted, the Academy can submit a revised grade for the examination board to 
consider. If an error is not found, a further appeal can be made to the examination board.  
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More information is expected from the examination boards within the month.  Once the Academy has had 
the opportunity to review the guidance and plan accordingly, we will contact students and parents.   
 
Thank you again for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Ian Williams 
Headteacher 
 


